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, amember of thewood-ca
ofjered atthe center. Tojoin, you of your spouse has to be at lea:

> .

and from the center. We look to get
some feedback about why they haven’t
been coming over: Is it physical, are
ﬂmyjustmtma“e'sted?We'xesm-
We'vehadpeopletellusthzywn‘t Tooking to go places where transpor-
gethere, it’s hard tation has been an issue.
‘We have alot of isolated seniors who, Q. Why didyou decideto get
for whatever reason, stay in their intothisfield? £2
apartment or a housing complex Mainly because of my grand-
orhome.We’mtrymgtoﬁgureout Elizabeth Osborne. Thelped
why, and how to get th taki f her when I'was in high
wdaredmfhece.mm;whetheut‘sfm school. ... My family said Thad such
veterans’ benefits orheating benefits aknack for it. She had dementia.
or something else. We're going to pick Tunderstood when she would call
a different senior housing me my cousin’s names, This is what
monthly or bimonthly. We want to family does. You try to keep people
come out, talk about the center, what at home as long as possible. Unfortu-
programs, classes and services we natelyshehadahmrtcondmana.nd
offa‘.We’tegumgtobungaprogmm passed in 1986.
to them so they get a little taste about Q-Describeyourjob.
‘what the center has to offer. ‘We handle membership. My staff
Q. Whatisthegoal of the ibers and I are the first ones
program? called up front when new visitors -
On our end, we want to explain come in. We give them a tour'and, if
how much we have to offer here and o sign up, we help with
Thow worth it that it would be able for paperwork. We try to figure out
them to come over. We're going to give ‘what brought them in. If they seem
away free vouchers for a van ride to apprehensive, we start with a lunch

> for seniors ts goal

or Senior Servi

g club, one of more than 60 pre

S5 years old.

and tell them, They sk ou 7 kers if
hasTunich” .. We've got people who they qualify for fee waivers. Nonresi-
‘take art classes who never picked up dents pay $30 per year plus the added
apmmmﬂm'rliﬁandnow costs. For all we offer; it’s a bargain.
inart s with us. ' emwmwwﬁ
We schedule all of the events. We do termsof Y
60-plus programs a month, whether started?
it’s health programs, conc Whmlﬁntstarmd,peqbwwlﬂ
al, games, cooking. We are dbehereall day. They'd come
involved with all of our clubs, about uutﬁthh,lungatlh-esrma
37 of them, whether it’s Travel Group, | good porti arein
all listed in our ne and they're off doing something else.
Q. What doyouthinkarethe -people who sHIl
f i s about so they wantlater afternoon, evening

It’s only about bingo and cards. TheyTe also much more likely o ask,~
Not that there’s anything wrong with | “Whatelse doyou have?” They want to
bingo and cards but there’s so much h as they can and be able to
more to offer. Some think people learn asnuch asthey can.”
live here. We're asked, “Wh: -

‘bedrooms?” The stigma is that Serior housing facilities, religious or
it’s all older, frail people coming in- groups in Amherst lina
and it’s not. To join the center, you visitfrom Senior Center on the Move
or your spouse has to be 55 years of can contact Melissa Abel at 636-350,
age or older. I you live in the town Ezt. 3111 or email mabel@amherst.
of Amherst, it's a one-time $30 fee to ny.us. To find serior servicesin

'+ join. The added cost would be a class. Western New Yor, call 211 or visit
A couple of our clubs also have fees. 2Ifwny.org.



